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Storing a timing signal and viewer interest identification data specifying a 
plurality of different viewer interests; 

controlling said computer a first time based on a comparison of said timing signal 
or said viewer interest identification data to other data, said first step of controlling 
comprising: 

(1) inputting into said computer further data designating a 

viewer interest of said plurality of different viewer 
interests or a time; 

(2) selecting a plurality of signals, each selected signal 

including data, mass medium program information 
content, or a control signal respecting said viewer 
interest; and 

(3) storing each selected signal at a storage location; 
controlling said computer a second time based on said comparison, said second 

step of controlling comprising: 

(1) selecting one or more computer programming instructions; 

(2) generating mass medium program information content in 

respect to a second viewer interest of said plurality 
of different viewer interests; and 

(3) preparing to communicate said generated mass medium 

program information content upon instruction; 
controlling said computer a third time based on said timing signal or said 
comparison, said third step of controlling comprising: 
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(1) selecting a portion of said mass medium program 

information content; 

(2) selecting a location; and 

(3) communicating said selected mass medium program 

information content to said selected location; and 
presenting to a subscriber at a controlled time said mass medium program with 
said generated mass medium program information content, with said mass medium 
program and said generated mass medium program information content being outputted 
to said subscriber either as a combined or sequential presentation at an output device or 
as parallel presentations at a plurality of output devices. 

7. (Unchanged) A method of generating and delivering an individualized 
mass medium program presentation at a receiver station, said receiver station having a 
receiver for receiving a mass medium program signal, a computer for generating and 
communicating information, and one or more output devices operatively connected to 
said receiver and said computer for delivering to a viewer a mass medium program and 
computer information, with said computer comprising one or more data storage locations, 
said method comprising the steps of: 

storing a timing signal and a plurality of identification signals specifying different 
viewer interests; 

controlling said computer a plurality of times, each time based on a comparison of 
said timing signal or identification signals to other data, said first step of controlling 
comprising each time: 
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(1) 



inputting further data designating a viewer interest of said 



different viewer interests or a time; 



(2) 



selecting a signal, each selected signal including data, 



information content, or a control signal respecting a 



mass medium program; and 



(3) storing each selected signal at a storage location, 
some of said selected stored signals designating said different viewer interests; 

controlling said computer based on said comparison, said second step of 
controlling comprising: 

(1) selecting one or more computer programming instructions; 

(2) generating mass medium program information content with 

respect to a second viewer interest; and 

(3) preparing to communicate said generated mass medium 

program information content upon instruction; 
controlling said computer based on said timing signal or said comparison, said 
third step of controlling comprising: 

(1) selecting a portion of said mass medium program 

information content; 

(2) selecting a location; and 

(3) communicating said selected mass medium program 

information content to said selected location; and 
presenting to a subscriber at a controlled time said mass medium program with 
said generated mass medium program information content, with said mass medium 
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program and said generated mass medium program information content being outputted 
to said subscriber either as a combined or sequential presentation at an output device or 
as parallel presentations at a plurality of output devices. 

8. (Unchanged) A method of generating and delivering an individualized 
mass medium program presentation at a receiver station, said receiver station having a 
receiver for receiving a mass medium program signal, a computer for generating and 
communicating information, and one or more output devices operatively coimected to 
said receiver and said computer for delivering to a viewer a mass medium program and 
computer information, with said computer comprising one or more data storage locations, 
said method comprising the steps of: 

storing a timing signal and identification data, each identification datum 
specifying a plurality of different viewer interests; 

controlling said computer a first time based on a comparison of said timing signal 
or identification data to other data, said first step of controlling comprising: 



(1) inputting to said computer data designating a viewer 



interest of said plurality of different viewer interests 



or a time; 



(2) 



selecting a first signal, each selected first signal including 



data, information content, or a control signal 



respecting a mass medium program presentation; 



and 



(3) storing each selected first signal at a storage location; 
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controlling said computer a second time based on said comparison, said second 
step of controlling comprising: 

(1) inputting data designating a second viewer interest of said 

plurality of different viewer interests or a time; 

(2) selecting a second signal, each selected second signal 

including information content or a control signal 
respecting a mass medium program presentation; 
and 

(3) conraiunicating each selected second signal to a processor 

and a storage location; 
controlling said computer a third time based on said comparison, said third step of 
controlling comprising: 

(1 ) inputting data designating a third viewer interest or a time; 

(2) selecting a third signal, each selected third signal including 

mass medium program information content and a 
control signal; and 

(3) conmiunicating each selected third signal to a processor 

and an output device; 
presenting to a subscriber said mass medium program with said mass medium 
program information content, with said mass medium program and said said mass 
medium program information content being outputted to said subscriber either as a 
combined or sequential presentation at an output device or as parallel presentations at a 
plurality of output devices. 

6 




Serial No. 08/486,253 
Docket No. 05634.0357 



9. (Unchanged) A method of generating and delivering an individualized 
mass medium program presentation at a receiver station, said receiver station having a 
receiver for receiving a mass medium program signal, a computer for generating and 
communicating information, and one or more output devices operatively connected to 
said receiver and said computer for delivering to a viewer a mass medium program and 
computer information, with said computer comprising one or more data storage locations, 
said method comprising the steps of: 

storing a timing signal and signal identification data designating a specific signal 

type; 

controlling said computer a first time based on a comparison of said timing signal 
or said signal identification data to other data, said first step of controlling comprising: 



controlling said computer a second time based on said comparison, said second 
step of controlling comprising: 



(1) selecting a first signal, each selected first signal including 



data, information content, or a control signal 



respecting a mass medium program presentation; 



and 



(2) storing each selected first signal at a storage location; 



(1) selecting a second signal, each selected second signal 



including information content or a control signal 



respecting a mass medium program presentation; 



and 
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(2) communicating each selected second signal to a processor 
or an output device; 

controlling said computer a third time based on said comparison, said third step of 
controlling comprising: 

(1) identifying a third signal, each identified third signal being 

a control signal designating a signal type; and 

(2) communicating each identified third signal to a processor 

and an output device; 
controlling said computer a fourth time based on said comparison, said fourth step 
of controlling comprising: 

(1) selecting a first signal or said timing signal; and 

(2) generating or commimicating some mass medium program 

information content in response to a control signal; 
and 

presenting to a subscriber a mass medium program with said mass medium 
program information content, with said mass medium program and said mass medium 
program content information content being outputted to said subscriber either as a 
combined or sequential presentation at an output device or as parallel presentations at a 
plurality of output devices. 

10. (Unchanged) A method of generating and delivering an individualized 
mass medium program presentation at a receiver station, said receiver station having a 
receiver for receiving a mass medium program signal, a computer for generating and 
communicating information, and one or more output devices operatively connected to 
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said receiver and said computer for delivering to a viev^er a mass medium program and 
computer infomiation, v^ith said computer comprising one or more data storage locations, 
said method comprising the steps of: 

storing a timing signal and a plurality of a first data, each first datum designating 
a different type of signal; 

controlling said computer one or more times based on a comparison, said first step 
of controlling comprising: 

(1) selecting a first signal, each selected first signal including 

data, information content, or a control signal 
respecting a mass medium program presentation; 
and 

(2) storing each selected first signal at a storage location; 
controlling said computer based on said comparison, said second step of 

controlling comprising: 

(1) selecting a second signal, each selected second signal 

including information content or a control signal 
respecting a mass medium program presentation; 
and 

(2) communicating each selected second signal to a processor 

or an output device; 

controlling said computer based on said comparison, said third step of controlling 
comprising: 
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(1) 



identifying a third signal, each identified third signal being 



a control signal designating a signal type; and 



(2) 



communicating each identified third signal to a processor 



or an output device; 



controlling said computer based on said comparison, said fourth step of 
controlling comprising: 



information content in response to a control signal; 
and 

presenting to a subscriber a mass medium program with said mass medium 
program information content, with said mass medium program and said mass medium 
program information content being outputted to said subscriber either as a combined or 
sequential presentation at an output device or as parallel presentations at a plurality of 
output devices. 

1 1 . (Unchanged) A method of providing data of interest to a receiver station 
from a remote data source, said data of interest for use at the receiver station in 
generating or outputting a receiver specific datum, said method comprising the steps of: 

storing data at said remote data source; 

receiving at said remote data source a query from said receiver station; 

transmitting said data from said remote data source to said receiver station in 
response to said step of receiving said query, said receiver station selecting and storing 
some of said transmitted data; 



(1) selecting a first signal or a timing signal; and 



(2) generating or communicating some mass medium program 
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transmitting from a second remote source to said receiver station a signal which 
controls said receiver station to select and process an instruct signal w^hich is effective at 
said receiver station to coordinate presentation of said data v^ith a separate predetermined 
presentation sequence. 

12. (Unchanged) A method of communicating subscriber station information 
from a subscriber station to one or more remote data collection stations, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

inputting a viewer's or participant's reaction at a subscriber station; 

receiving at said subscriber station information that designates an instruct 
signal to process or an output to deliver in consequence of subscriber input; 

determining the presence of said subscriber input at said subscriber station 
by processing said viewer's or participant's reaction; 

processing an instruct signal which is effective to coordinate presentation 
of data with a separate predetermined presentation sequence at said subscriber station in 
consequence of said step of determining; and 

transferring from said subscriber station to one or more remote data 
collection stations an indication confirming delivery of said instruct signal based on said 
step of processing or confirming delivery. 

13. (Unchanged) The method of claim 12, wherein said instruct signal is 
input by a subscriber, said method further comprising the steps of: 

storing a subscriber instruction to receive one or more specific mass medium 
programs, data, news items, or computer control instructions; and 
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receiving one or more specific mass medium programs, data, news items, or 
computer control instructions in accordance with said instruction. 

14. (Unchanged) The method of claim 12, wherein said instruct signal is 
input by a subscriber, said method further comprising the steps of: 

storing a subscriber instruction to process or present one or more mass medium 
programs, data, news items, or computer control instructions in a specific fashion; and 

processing or presenting one or more specific mass medium programs, data, news 
items, or computer control instructions in accordance with said instruction. 

1 5. The method of claim 12, wherein said information that designates a 
specific subscriber input or said instruct signal is detected in an information transmission 
fi"om a data or programming source, said method further comprising the steps of: 

programming a processor to respond to information communicated from a data or 
programming source; 

receiving an information transmission fi-om a data or programming source; 

inputting at least some of said information transmission to a control signal 
detector; 

detecting data or an instruct signal in said information transmission; and 
passing said detected data or instruct signal to said processor. 

16. (Unchanged) A method of controlling a remote intermediate transmitter 
station to communicate data to one or more receiver stations, with said remote 
intermediate transmitter station including a broadcast or cablecast transmitter, a plurality 
of selective transfer devices each operatively connected to said broadcast or cablecast 
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transmitter, a data receiver, a control signal detector, and a controller or computer capable 
of controlling one or more of said selective transfer devices, said remote intermediate 
transmitter station adapted to detect one or more control signals, to control the 
communication of said data, and to deliver said data to said broadcast or cablecast 
transmitter, said method comprising the steps of: 

(1) receiving said data to be transmitted by the remote intermediate 
transmitter station and delivering said data to a data transmitter, said data comprising an 
instruct signal which is effective at the receiver station to coordinate presentation of said 
data with a separate predetermined presentation sequence; 

(2) receiving said one or more control signals which at the remote 
intermediate transmitter station operate to control the communication of said data; and 

(3) transmitting said one or more control signals from said data transmitter 
before a specific time. 

17. (Unchanged) The method of claim 16, wherein said specific time is a 
scheduled time of transmitting said data at said remote intermediate transmitter station or 
said one or more control signals are effective at the remote intermediate transmitter 
station to control one or more of said plurality of selective transmission devices at 
different times. 

1 8. (Unchanged) The method of claim 16, fiirther comprising the step of 
embedding a specific one of said one or more control signals in said data before 
transmitting said data to said remote intermediate transmitter station. 
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19. (Unchanged) A method of controlling a receiver station including the 
steps of: 

detecting the presence or absence of a broadcast or cablecast control signal; 
inputting an instruct-to-react signal to a processor based on said step of detecting; 
controlling said processor to output specific information in response to said step 
of inputting; and 

coordinating presentation of data with a separate predetermined presentation 
sequence based on information received from said processor based on said step of 
controlling. 

20. (Unchanged) The method of claim 19, wherein a buffer is operatively 
connected to said processor for buffering input, said method further comprising the step 



inputting said instruct-to-react signal directly to said processor. 

21 . (Unchanged) The method of claim 19, wherein said processor processes a 
datum designating a television channel or a television program, said method further 
having one step of the group consisting of: 

controlling a tuner to tune a receiver to receive the television channel or television 
program designated by said processed datum; 

controlling a selective transmission device to input to a control signal detector at 
least some portion of the television channel or television program designated by said 
processed datum; 

controlling a control signal detector to search for one or more control signals in 
the television channel or television program designated by said processed datum; 



of: 
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controlling a selective transmission to input to a computer control signals detected 
in the television charmel or television program designated by said processed datum; 

controlling a computer to respond to control signals detected in the television 
charmel or television program designated by said processed datum; 

controlling a television monitor to display video or audio contained in the 
television channel or television program designated by said processed datum; 

controlling a video recorder to record or play video or audio contained in the 
television channel or television program designated by said processed datum; and 

controlling a selective transmission device to commimicate to a video recorder or 
a television monitor the television channel or television program designated by said 
processed datum. 

22. (Unchanged) The method of claim 19, wherein said processor processes a 
datum designating one or more specific channels of a multichannel cable or broadcast 
signal, said method further having one step of the group consisting of: 

controlling a tuner to tune a converter to receive the one or more specific chaimels 
designated by said processed datum; 

controlling a selective transmission device to input to a control signal detector at 
least some portion of the one or more specific chaimels designated by said processed 
datum; 

controlling a control signal detector to search for one or more control signals in 
the one or more specific chaimels designated by said processed datum; 

controlling a selective transmission to input to a computer control signals detected 
in the one or more specific chaimels designated by said processed datum; 
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controlling a computer to respond to control signals detected in the one or more 
specific channels designated by said processed datum; 

controlling a television monitor to display video or audio contained in the one or 
more specific channels designated by said processed datum; 

controlling a video recorder to record or play video or audio contained in the one 
or more specific channels designated by said processed datum; and 

controlling a selective transmission device to communicate to a storage device or 
an output device the one or more specific channels designated by said processed datum. 

23. (Unchanged) A method of controlling a receiver station, said receiver 
station having a processor for passing and executing instructions and a clock operatively 
connected to said processor for inputting a timing signal, said method comprising the 
steps of: 

receiving a broadcast or cablecast transmission; 

demodulating said broadcast or cablecast transmission to detect an information 
transmission therein, said information transmission comprising an instruct signal which is 
effective to coordinate presentation of said with a separate predetermined presentation 
sequence; 

detecting said instruct signal in said information transmission and passing said 
instruct signal to said processor; 

delaying, under processor control, passing said instruct signal to a controllable 
apparatus; 

passing said instruct signal to said controllable apparatus based on a timing signal; 

and 
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controlling said controllable apparatus based on said instruct signal. 

24. (Unchanged) The method of claim 23, further comprising the steps of: 
detecting a timing signal in said information transmission; 

passing said timing signal to said clock; and 

timing, under control of said clock, the passing of said instruct signal based on 
said timing signal. 

25. (Unchanged) A method of communicating data and update material to 
one or more mass medium programming receiver stations each of which includes a 
broadcast or cablecast data receiver, a data storage device, a control signal detector, a 
computer capable of processing data, said receiver stations adapted to detect and respond 
to one or more instruct signals and to store data for subsequent processing, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

(1) receiving said data to be transmitted and delivering the data to a 
transmitter; 

(2) receiving said one or more instruct signals which at the receiver station are 
effective to coordinate presentation of said data with a separate predetermined 
presentation sequence; 

(3) transferring said one or more instruct signals to a transmitter; and 

(4) transmitting an information transmission comprising said data and said 
one or more instruct signals, 

26. (Unchanged) The method of claim 25, wherein some identification data or 
said one or more instruct signals are embedded in a television signal containing said data. 
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27. (Unchanged) The method of claim 25, wherein said step of transmitting 
directs said broadcast or cablecast transmission to a plurality of receiver stations at the 
same time and each of said plurality of receiver stations receives or responds to said one 
or more instruct signals concurrently. 

28. (Unchanged) The method of claim 25, wherein said step of transmitting 
directs said broadcast or cablecast transmission to a plurality of receiver stations at 
different times and each of said plurality of receiver stations responds to said one or more 
instruct signals at a different time. 

29. (Unchanged) The method of claim 25, further comprising the steps of 
receiving 

said data at a receiver in the transmitter station, conmiunicating said data from said 
receiver to a memory location, and storing said unit at said memory location for a period 
of time prior to communicating said unit to a transmitter. 



Please add the following new claims. 




30. (New Claim) A method of generating and delivej:HT:^n 
individuaH^ed mass medium program presentatiop.£<:5mprising mass medium 
progr^ content and receiver station progpetfn information content at a receiver 
station, said receiver station havipg^eceivgrlor receiving a mass medium 
program signal, a compyieftor generating and communicating information, and 
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one or more output devices operatively connected to said receiver and saicf 
computer for delivering to a viev^er said presentation, with said compiirer 
comprising one or more data storage locations, said method comprising the steps 
of: / 

storing a tinaing signal specifying a time or a series of times; 

controlling said computer a first time based on said tuning signal, said 
first step of controlling comprising: / 

(1) making a comparison between stored identification 
data designating a viewer interest and received da^ including timing data; 

(2) selecting a portion o/ said received data based on said 
comparison; and / 

(3) storing said selected portion at a one of said one or 
more storage locations; / 

controlling said computer a seccmd time based on said tinrung signal, said 
second step of controlling comprising: 

(1) selectii?ig one or more computer programming 
instructions; / 

(2) generating or retrieving receiver station program 
information content baseca on said selected portion of data and in accordance 
with said instructions;yand 

/3) preparing to communicate said receiver station 
program informanon content; 

controlling said computer a third time based on said timing signal; said 
third step of/controlling comprising: 

/ (1) selecting some of at least one of said mass medium 

program content and said receiver station program information content; 
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(2) selecting one or more output devices; 

(3) communicating said selected content to said/^elected 
one or more output devices; 

thereby presenting to a subscriber at a controlled time an/fridividualized 
mass medium program with mass medium program content and receiver station 
program information content, said mass medium program content and said 
receiver station program information content being c^tputted to said subscriber 
either as a combined or sequential presentation at an output device or as parallel 
presentations at a plurality of output devices^ 

31. (Nev^ Claim) An apparat|^ for coordinating a programming 
presentation at a mass medium program receiver station comprising: 

a first output device for outputting to a subscriber at least some of a mass 
medium program; 

a storage device for spring a timing control signal, said timing control 
signal comprising a datinfn designating a time (a) to obtain from a remote station 
some information to he processed for subsequent output in coordination with 
said mass mediunv^rogram or (b) to select some information associated with a 
coordinated pro^anruning presentation when received from a remote station; 

a proc^sor operatively connected to said storage device for receiving 
from said remote station one or more codes or identification data that designate 
one or more outputs to coordinate with said mass medium program; 

a receiver operatively connected to said processor for receiving a 
se4uence of instructions which are effective to control the presentation of 
/coordinated output; 
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a controller or computer operatively connected to said receiver section for 
controlling or communicating information to an output device; and / 

a second output device operatively connected to said controller or 
computer for presenting said one or more outputs coordinated with said mass 
medium program. / 

32. (New Claim) A method of delivering an individualized mass 
medium program presentation comprising mass medinm program content and 
receiver station program information content at a n^eiver station, said receiver 
station having a receiver for receiving a mass mj^ium program signal, a 
computer for processing and communicatinglnf ormation, and one or more 
output devices operatively connected to safid receiver and said computer for 
delivering to a subscriber said presentajnon, with said computer comprising one 
or more data storage locations, said method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a plurality of timmg signals or a timing signal specifying a series 
of times; / 

detecting the presence/of an instruct-to-coordinate signal received from a 
remote station or from a niass medium program source, said instruct-to- 
coordinate signal desigi;<ating a specific one of said plurality of timing signals or 
a specific one of said/eries of times; 

selecting at>a first controlled time one or more data to serve as a basis for 
some of said individualized mass medium program presentation; and 
subsequently 

oumutting to said subscriber at a second controlled time in the course of a 
mass medium program presentation processed information of said selected one 
or more data, at least one of said first controlled time and said second controlled 
time being in response to said instruct-to-coordinate signal and said processed 
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information of said selected one or more data being outputted either a/ 
combined or sequential output with said mass medium program oyat a first of 
said one or more output devices concurrently with said mass meaium program 
outputted at a second of said one or more output devices. / 

33. (New Claim) An apparatus for providing a CGK)rdinated 
programming presentation at a mass medium program receiver station 
comprising: / 

a first receiver for receiving a mass mediunyprogram at said mass 
medium program receiver station; / 

a first output device for outputting saidonass medium program; 

a first processor for receiving from a remote station or from a mass 
medium program source an instruct-to-coordinate signal that designates one or 
more data to select and input to a second processor; 

a second receiver operatively connected to said first processor for 
receiving said one or more data , saLd one or more data being associated with 
said coordinated programming presentation, and communicating said data to 
said second processor at a speci/ic time; 

said second processor/operatively connected to said second receiver for 
processing said designated^ data to output coordinated presentation content; and 

a second output (aevice operatively connected to said second processor for 
outputting said coordinated presentation content. 

34. (NeWClaim) A method of delivering an individualized mass 
medium program presentation at a receiver station, said receiver station having 
at least one receiver for receiving mass medium program signals, a computer for 
processing^nd communicating information, and one or more output devices 
operatiyely connected to said receiver and said computer for delivering to a 
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subscriber said presentation, with said computer comprising one or more data 
storage locations, said method comprising the steps of: y/^ 

receiving data to be processed or communicated in response to ar^ 
iristruct-to-coordinate signal; / 

detecting the presence of said instruct-to-coordinate signm received from 
a remote station or from a mass medium program source, smd instruct-to- 
coordinate signal designating one or more mass medij^ programs to be 
coordinated; / 

selecting in response to said instruct-to^oordinate signal one or more of 
said received data to serve as a basis for smne of said individualized mass 
medium program presentation; and stibsequently 

outputting to said subscribe processed information of said selected one or 
more data in the course of th^resentation of said one or more mass medium 
programs, said processed^ormation of said selected one or more data being 
outputted at one of smd one or more output devices either as a combined or 
sequential outpjn with said one or more mass medium programs or at a first of 
said one ownore output devices concurrently or sequentially with said one or 
more^fiass medium programs outputted at a second of said one or more output 
jievices. 

35. (New Claim) A method of providing data of interest to a receiver 
station from a remote data source, said data of interest for use at the receiver 
station in generating or outputting a receiver specific datum, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

storing data at said remote data source; 

receiving at said remote data source a query from said receiver station; 
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transmitting said data from said remote data source to said receiver 
station in response to said step of receiving said query, said receiver station 
selecting and storing some of said transmitted data; 

transmitting from a second remote source to said receiver station a signal 
which controls said receiver station to select and process an instruct signal which 
is effective at said receiver station to coordinate two predetermined sequences, at 
least one of which is based on said selected data. 

36. (New Claim) A method of communicating subscriber station 
information from a subscriber station to one or more remote data collection 
stations, said method comprising the steps of: 

(1) inputting a viewer's or participant's reaction at said subscriber 
station; 

(2) receiving at said subscriber station at least one datum that 
designates an instruct signal to process or an output to deliver in consequence of 
subscriber input; 

(3) determining the presence of said subscriber input at said subscriber 
station by processing said viewer's or participant's reaction; 

(4) processing said information and coordinating two predetermined 
sequences at said subscriber station in consequence of said step of determining; 
and 

(5) transferring from said subscriber station to said one or more remote 
data collection stations an indication confirming execution of said step of 
processing. 

37. (New Claim) The method of claim 36, wherein said instruct signal 
is input by a subscriber, said method further comprising the steps of: 
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storing a subscriber instruction to receive one or more specific mass 
medium programs, data, news items, or computer control instructions; and 

receiving said one or more specific mass medium programs, data, news 
items, or computer control instructions in accordance with said instruction. 

38. (New Claim) The method of claim 36, wherein said instruct signal 
is input by a subscriber, said method further comprising the steps of: 

storing a subscriber instruction to process or present one or more mass 
medium programs, data, news items, or computer control instructions in a 
specific fashion; and 

processing or presenting said one or more specific mass medium 
programs, data, news items, or computer control instructions in accordance with 
said instruction. 

39. (New Claim) The method of claim 36, wherein said information 
that designates an instruct signal to process or an output to deliver is detected in 
an information transmission from a data or programming source, said method 
further comprising the steps of: 

progranmiing a processor to respond to information communicated from 
said data or programming source; 

receiving an information transmission from said data or programming 
source; 

inputting at least some of said information transmission to a control signal 
detector; 

detecting data or an instruct signal in said information transmission; and 
passing said detected data or instruct signal to said processor. 

40. (New Claim) A method of controlling a remote intermediate data 
transmitter station to communicate data to one or more receiver stations, with 
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said remote intermediate data transmitter station including a broadcast or 
cablecast transmitter for transmitting one or more signals which are effective at a 
receiver station to instruct a computer or processor, a plurality of selective 
transfer devices each operatively connected to said broadcast or cablecast 
transmitter for communicating data, a data receiver for receiving at least one 
instruct signal, a control signal detector, and a controller or computer capable of 
controlling one or more of said selective transfer devices, and with said remote 
intermediate data transmitter station adapted to detect the presence of one or 
more control signals, to control the communication of said at least one instruct 
signal in response to said one or more control signals, and to deliver at its 
broadcast or cablecast transmitter said at least one instruct signal, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

(1) receiving an instruct signal to be transmitted by the remote 
intermediate data transmitter station and delivering said instruct signal to at 
least one origination transmitter, said instruct signal being effective at a receiver 
station to coordinate two predetermined sequences; 

(2) receiving one or more control signals which at the remote 
intermediate data transnutter station operate to control the communication of 
said instruct signal; and 

(3) transmitting said one or more control signals from said at least one 
origination transmitter before a specific time. 

41. (New Claim) The method of claim 40, further comprising the step 
of embedding one of said one or more control signals in an information 
transmission containing said instruct signal before transmitting said instruct 
signal to said remote transmitter station. 
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42. (New Claim) The method of claim 40, wherein one of (1) said 
specific time is a scheduled time of transmitting (a) said instruct signal or (b) 
some information associated with said instruct signal from said remote 
intermediate data transmitter station and (2) said one or more control signals are 
effective at said remote intermediate data transmitter station to control one or 
more of said plurality of selective transfer devices at different times. 

43. (New Claim) A method of controlling a receiver station including 
the steps of: 

detecting one of the presence and absence of a broadcast or cablecast 
control signal; 

inputting an instruct-to-react signal to a processor based on said step of 
detecting; 

controlling said processor to output specific information in response to 
said step of inputting ; and 

coordinating two predetermined sequences on the basis of information 
received from said processor based on said step of controlling . 

44. (New Claim) The method of claim 43, wherein a buffer is 
operatively connected to said processor for buffering input, said method further 
comprising the step of: 

inputting said instruct-to-react signal directly to said processor. 

45. (New Claim) The method of claim 43, wherein i 
sses a datum designating a televisiop^ehafinel or a television program or 

one or more specific chanQels-tJfamultichannel cablecast or broadcast 
transmissiorL<«^ method further having one step of the group consisting of: 
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controlling a tuner to tune a receiver or converter to receive said television 
channel or said television program or said one or more specific channels / 
designated by said processed datum; / 

controlling a selective transfer device to input to a control signal detector 
at least some portion of said television channel or said television pro-am or said 
one or more specific channels designated by said processed datum; 

controlling a control signal detector to search for one q/( more control 
signals in said television channel or said television program or said one or more 
specific channels designated by said processed datumy^ 

controlling a selective transfer device to input to a computer control 
signals detected in said television channel or sam television program or said one 
or more specific channels designated by said^processed datum; 

controlling a computer to respond to control signals detected in said 
television channel or said television pnzJgram or said one or more specific 
channels designated by said processed datum; 

controlling a television monitor to display video or audio contained in 
said television channel or said/television program or said one or more specific 
channels designated by said^processed datum; 

controlling a video recorder to record or play video or audio contained in 
said television chann^ or said television program or said one or more specific 
channels designated by said processed datum; and 

controllmg a selective transfer device to communicate to a video recorder 
or a television monitor said television channel or said television program or said 
one or rruw-e specific channels designated by said processed datum. 
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46. (New Claim) A method of controlling a receiver station, said 
receiver station having a processor for passing and executing instructions and a 
clock operatively connected to said processor for inputting a timing signal, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a broadcast or cablecast transmission; 

demodulating said broadcast or cablecast transmission to detect an 
information transmission thereon, said information transmission comprising an 
instruct signal vc^hich is effective to coordinate two predetermined sequences; 

detecting said instruct signal on said information transmission and 
passing said instruct signal to said processor; 

delaying, under processor control, the passing of said instruct signal to a 
controllable apparatus; 

passing said instruct signal to said controllable apparatus on the basis of a 
timing signal; and 

controlling said controllable apparatus based on said instruct signal. 

47. (New Claim) A method of controlling at least one of a plurality of 
receiver stations each of which includes a broadcast or cablecast receiver, a 
processor, a signal detector, said signal detector adapted to detect signals within 
a broadcast or cablecast transmission, and said processor programmed to 
respond to detected signals communicated from said detector, and said method 
comprising the steps of: 

(1) receiving at a broadcast or cablecast transmitter station a first 
instruct signal which is effective at said at least one of a plurality of receiver 
stations to coordinate two predetermined sequences; 

(2) transferring said first instruct signal to a first transmitter; 
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(3) receiving one or more first control signals at said transmitter 
station, said control signals addressing said first instruct signal to said processor 
of at least one specific receiver station; and 

(4) transferring said one or more first control signals to one of said 
first transmitter and a second transmitter, said transmitter station broadcasting 
or cablecasting said first instruct signal and said one or more first control signals 
to said plurality of receiver stations. 

48. (New Claim) The method of claim 47, w^herein at least one of said 
first instruct signal and said one or more first control signals are embedded in the 
non- visible portion of a television signal. 

49. (New Claim) The method of claim 47, wherein a switch 
communicates signals selectively between a receiver and one of a memory or 
recorder and said transmitter, said method further comprising one from the 
group consisting of: 

detecting a second control signal which is effective at the transmitter 
station to cause communication; 

determining a specific signal source from which to communicate at least 
one of said instruct signal and said first control signals to said transmitter; 

controlling said switch to communicate at least one of said instruct signal 
and said first control signals to said transmitter in response to a second control 
signal which is effective at the transmitter station to instruct communication; 

controlling said switch to communicate at least one of said instruct signal 
and said first control signals from a selected signal source; and 

controlling said switch to communicate to said memory or recorder at 
least one of said instruct signal and said first control signals. 
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50. (New Claim) The method of claim 47, wherein a controller controls 
a switch to communicate to said transmitter a selected signal, further comprising 
one from the group consisting of: 

detecting a second control signal which is effective at the transmitter 
station to cause transmission; 

inputting to said controller a second control signal which is effective to 
control said switch; 

controlling said switch to communicate at least one of said instruct signal 
and said first control signals according to a transmission schedule; 

controlling said switch to communicate from a specific one of a plurality 
of signal sources; and 

controlling said switch to communicate at least one of said instruct and 
said first control signals to a selected one of a plurality of transmitters. 

51. (New Claim) The method of claim 47, further comprising one from 
the group consisting of: 

transmitting to a receiver station one or more data that designate a time or 
a channel of transmission of said instruct signal; and 

transmitting to a receiver station one or more data that specify the title of 
or some subject matter contained in a unit of mass medium programming or data 
associated with said instruct signal; and 

transmitting to a receiver station a second control signal to cause said 
receiver station to tune to a broadcast or cablecast transmission containing a 
specific instruct signal. 

52. (New Claim) The method of claim 47, wherein said one or more 
first control signals further comprise downloadable executable code targeted to 
said processor at one or more of said plurality of receiver stations, said 
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downloadable executable code programming the way or method in which said at 
least one processor responds to said instruct signal. 

53. (New Claim) The method of claim 47, wherein at least one receiver 
station is adapted to detect the presence of said one or more first control signals 
or programmed to respond to said instruct signal on the basis of the location of a 
signal in an information transmission, said method further comprising the step 
of causing at least some of said control signal or instruct signal to be transmitted 
'n said location. 

54. (New Claim) The method of claim 43, whereinaJjrst-efsHiaTwo 
ermined sequences includes a sequgnGe-crflfiass medium program content 

and a second of said prgdetefixuned sequences includes a series of computer 
outputs^frenTareceiver station computer. 

55. (New Claim) The method of claim 54, wherein an instruct-to- 
coordinate signal causes said receiver station to commence outputting said 
sequence of mass medium program content. 

56. (New Claim) The method of claim 55, wherein a third 
predetermined sequence includes a series of instructions and said instruct-to- 
coordinate signal causes said receiver station to commence inputting said 
instructions to said computer. 

57. (New Claim) The method of claim^S^^^^ 
signal causess^id-reCeiver station to generate at least some of two or 

more ima^^es^tTDm said series of computer outputs. 

58. (New Claim) The method of claim 54, wherein an instruct-to- 
coordinate signal causes said computer to output at least a first of said series of 
computer outputs. 
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59. (New Claim) The method of claim 54, whereinsaid^ 
medium program content includes-0«ly"^om^^ a television program and 

said series of comptrtefout^ includes a balance of said television program. 

60. (New Claim) The method of claim 59, wherein said only some of 
said television program includes only some of a series of video images of said 
television program, and said series of computer outputs includes the balance of 
said series of video images. 

61. (New Claim) The method of claim 59, wherein said series of ^ 
compiijer outputs includes a receiver specific datum and said receiver^t^on 
presents an individualized television program. ^^-^ 

62. (New Claim) The method of claim M^wFierein said sequence of 
mass medium program content is receiyedat said receiver station in a television 
signal, said method further cprfiprising the steps of: 

detecting ajvirtstruct-to-generate signal in said television signal; and 
g^rr^ting at least some of said series of computer outputs in response to 
^aia instruct-to-generate signal. 

63. (New Claim) The method of claim 56, wherein said third 
predetermined sequence is detected in an analog television signal. 

64. (New Claim) The method of claim 56, wherein said third 
edetermined sequence is detected in a digital television signal . 

5. (New Claim) The method of claim 46, wherein a^ifsTof said 
determined sequences includes a sequence of nmssrfnedium program content 
and a second of said predetermined sem^^tcfes includes a series of a computer 
outputs from a receiver stati9jv<r6mputer. 
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66. (New Claim) The method ofclajn} f\\ ^vh ui ciii ^aid iiii ^ Lm ct signal 
causes said receiver.5tetiorfEocommence outputting said sequence of mass 
j3ftedi1irnprogram content. 

67. (New Claim) The method of claim 66, wherein a third 
predetermined sequence includes a series of instructions and said instruct signal 
causes said receiver station to commence inputting said instructions to said 
computer. 

68. (New Claim) The method of claim 65, wherein said instruct signal 
causes said receiver station to generate at least some of two or more images of 
said series of computer outputs. 

69. (New Claim) The method of claim 65, wherein said instruct signal 
causes said computer to output at least a first of said series of computer outputs. 

70. (New Claim) The method of claim 65, wherein said sequen^e^f 
mags^rtedium program content includes only some of a television ppd^anx and 
said series of computer outputs includes a balance of said televi^on program. 

71. (New Claim) The method of claim 70, whei^ln said only some of 
said television program includes only some of a serie^f video images of said 
television program, and said series of computer/dutputs includes the balance of 
said series of video images. 

72. (New Claim) The methjra of claim 70, wherein said series of 
computer outputs includes a reefer specific datum and said receiver station 
presents an individualized television program. 

73. (New Clajm) The method of claim 70, wherein said sequence of 
mass medium program content is received at said receiver station in a television 
signal, said mefmod further comprising the steps of: 
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detecting an instruct-to-generate signal in said television signal; 



and 



east some of said series of computer outputs in 
to said instruct-to-generate signal. 

74. (New Claim) The method of claim 67, wherein said third 
predetermined sequence is detected in an analog television signal. 

75. (New Claim) The method of claim 67, wherein said third 
determined sequence is detected in a television signal. 

6. (New Claim) The method of claim 47, wherein a fii 
etermined sequences coordinatedat.5aid:-^rleast one receiver station 
includes a sequence,9£.j«aSslnedium program content and a second of said 
pre^etefmmed sequences includes a series of computer outputs. 

77. (New Claim) The method of claim 76, further comprising the step 
of transmitting said sequence of mass medium program content to said at least 
one of a plurality of receiver stations. 

78. (New Claim) The method of claim 77, further comprising the step 
of embedding said first instruct signal in an information transmission containing 
said sequence of mass medium program content. 

79. (New Claim) The method of claim 78, wherein said first instruct 
signal is embedded in said information trarismission before at least some of said 
sequence of mass medium program content is transmitted to said at least one of a 

of receiver stations. 

(New Claim) The method of claim 76, wher^ifrSaid first instruct 
ignal causes said receiver station to commenge-crtitputting at least some portion 
of one of said sequence of mass mejikfm program content and said sequence of 
computer outputs, saidjjiefFiod further comprising the step of transmitting a 
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second instruct signal which operates at said receiver station to deliver at an / 
output device at least some of said series of computer outputs. / 

81. (Nev^ Claim) The method of claim 80, further comprising the step 
of embedding said second instruct signal in a signal containing at least/some of 
said first predetermined sequence and said second predetermined sequence 
before transmitting said second instruct signal. / 

82. (New Claim) The method of 81, wherein said sefcond instruct 
signal operates at said at / 

least one of said plurality of receiver stations to generate at least some of said 

series of computer outputs. / 

83. (New Claim) A method at a receivei^tation of coordinating the 

processing of data and television programming to present a user specific output, 
said method comprising the steps of; / 

selecting a datum of interest; / 

storing the selected datum of interest; 

receiving a plurality of units of television programnung at the receiver 
station; / 

selecting one of plurality of received units of television programming; 

outputting the selected unit of television programming at at least one 
output device at/me receiver station; 

receiving a plurality of control signals; 

generating a user specific display based on the stored datum of interest; 
/ outputting the user specific display to the at least one output device to 
present the user specific output comprising the outputted unit of television 
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program and the outputted user specific display, at least one of said steps of 
generating and outputting the user specific display being performed in response y 
to at least one of said received plurality of control signals. / 

84. (New Claim) A method of coordinating the output of a^er 
specific output at a receiver station, said receiver station having aTxomputer for 
generating a user specific output, a detector operatively connected to said 
computer, and at least one output device, said method/omprising the steps of: 

selecting at least one datum of interest; / 
storing the selected at least one datum eft interest; 

receiving a digital information transmission containing (i) programming 
to be outputted in a television presenfation and (ii) a control signal; 

detecting the control sign^ in the digital information transmission; 

generating the user specific output based on said stored selected at least 
one datum; / 

outputting/to the at least one output device the generated user specific 
output based/on said step of detecting, to present an output at the at least one 
output device including the user specific output. 

85. (New Claim) The method of claim 84, wherein said step of 
receiving comprises the step of receiving television programming. 
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86. (New Claim) The method of claim 84, said at least one output 
device includes a display device, said method further comprising the step of 
displaying the received digital information transmission containing (i) 
programming to be outputted in a television presentation at the display device. 

87. (New Claim) The method of claim 86 wherein said step of 
genera^ig comprises the step of generating a user specific visii^ display based 
on said stored selected at least one datum. 

88. (New Claim) The method of claim 87 vmerein said step of 
outputting comprises the step of outputting to the/aisplay device the generated 
user specific visual display in response to said/step of detecting to present an 
output on the display device including the^rogramming to be outputted in a 
television presentation and the genera^d user specific visual display, said 
programming to be outputted in a/felevision presentation and said generated 
display being outputted one o£/sequentially and in combination. 

89. (New Clainy A method at a receiver station of coordinating the 
processing of data to present a user specific output, said method comprising the 
steps of: 

selecting a datum of interest, said step of selecting comprising: 

(a) storing at the receiver station an identification signal identifying 
the dal!um of interest; 
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(b) receiving from a remote data source a plurality of data 
including the datum of interest, each of said plurality of data compri^g an 
identification signal and an information signal; 

(c) comparing the identification signal of the datyii of interest to 
the identification signals of each of the received data; 

(d) selecting the datum of interest from th^ plurality of received 
data based on said step of comparing; 

storing the selected datum of interest; 

receiving a plurality of units of televisj^bn programming at the receiver 
station; 

selecting one of the plurality of /eceived units of programming; 

outputting the selected unit^ programming on an output device at the 
receiver station; 

receiving a plurality o/control signals; 

generating a user specific display based on at least the information signal 
of the stored datum of interest; 

outputting the user specific display to the output device to present the 
user specific outmit comprising the outputted unit of television program and the 
outputted us^ specific display, at least one of said steps of generating and 
outputting^the display being performed in response to at least one of said 
received control signals. 
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90. (New Claim) A method at a receiver station of coordinating the 
processing of data to. present a user specific output, said method comprising^he 
steps of: 

receiving data in at least one information channel; 
selecting at least a portion of said received data thatls of interest to the 

user; 

storing said selected at least said portion/(5f said data; 

receiving television programming av{d a control signal in said at least one 
information channel; 

detecting the control signaHn the at least one information channel; 

generating a user specific graphic based on said stored selected at least 
said portion of said data/ 

outputting tc/a monitor the generated user specific graphicbased on said 
step of detectmg to present a visual display on the monitor comprising the user 
specific graphic. 

91. (New Claim) The method of claim 90 wherein at least one of said 
steps of receiving comprises receiving said at least one information channel, said 
at least one information channel comprising a digital information transmission. 

92. (New Claim) The method of claim 90 wherein at least one of said 
steps of receiving comprises the step of automatically querying a data service to 
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obtain at least one of said data, said television programming and said control 
signal. 

93. (New Claim) The method of claim 90 wherein at least one of said 
steps of receiving comprises the step of receiving a first information transmission 
from one of a broadcast and a cablecast television transmission source, said first 
ormation transmission comprising a digital information channel. 




4. (New Claim) A method at a receiver station of coordinating ti 
ssing of data to present a user specific output, said method cornfMising the 
steps of: 

storing identification information identifying data 0f interest to the user; 
receiving data over an information charmel; 

comparing the received data to the stored identification information; 
selecting, based on said step of conafparing, the data of interest to the user 
from the received data; 

storing said selected dataf; 

receiving an inf orm^on transmission comprising television 
programming and a control signal; 

detecting ine control signal in the information transmission; 
gen^ating a user specific graphic based on said stored selected data; 
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outputting to a monitor the generated user specific graphicbased on saftd 
step of detecting to present a visual display on the monitor including the/user 
specific graphic. 

95. (New Claim) A method at a receiver station of cocmiinating the 
processing of data to present a user specific output, said method comprising the 
steps of: 

receiving one of a television broadcast and a television cablecast 
transmission, said transmission comprising televi^n programming, data, and a 
control signal; 

detecting the data in the transmissior^ 

selecting at least a portion of saicLaetected data that is of interest to the 

user; 

storing said selected data; 

detecting the control simal in the transmission; 

generating a user specific graphic based on said stored selected data; 

outputting to a monitor the generated user specific graphicbased on said 
step of detecting to p^sent a visual display on the monitor including the user 
specific graphic. 

96. /New Claim) A method at a receiver station of coordinating the 
processing of data to present a user specific output, said method comprising the 
steps 
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Storing identification information identifying data of interest to the user;> 
receiving a plurality of information channels; / 
scanning each of said channels; / 
identifying one of said plurality of information channels contacting the 

data of interest to the user; / 
tuning to the identified channel; / 
detecting the data of interest received on the identi^d channel; 
storing said detected data of interest; / 
receiving at least one information transmissj^n containing television 

programming and a control signal; / 

detecting the control signal in the inM-mation transmission; 
generating a user specific graphic/oased on said stored selected data; 
outputting to a monitor the generated user specific graphicbased on said 

step of detecting to present a visual display on the monitor including the user 

specific graphic. / 

97. (New Clam) A method at a receiver station of coordinating the 
processing of data tc/present a user specific output, said method comprising the 



storinjg identification information identifying data of interest to the user; 
receiving a plurality of information channels, at least one of said channels 
conta^Tiing data; 



steps of: 



43 




Serial No. 08/486,2 
Docket No. 05634.035 

scanning each of said plurality of information channels; 
comparing the identification information to the data on each said sc^fnned 
channel; 

identifying the channel containing the data of interest based <^ said step 
of comparing; 

tuning to the identified channel; 

detecting the data of interest received on the identified channel; 
storing said detected data of interest; 

receiving at least one information transmissi^fi containing television 
programming and a control signal; 

detecting the control signal in the at leayi: one information transmission; 

generating a user specific graphic based on said stored selected data; 

outputting to a display device at the receiver station the generated user 
specific graphicbased on said step of detecting. 

98. (New Claim) A metlfod at a receiver station of coordinating the 
processing of data and television progranuning to present a user specific output, 
said method comprising the^teps of: 

selecting a datum (/f interest, said step of selecting comprising: 

(a) storing an identification signal at the receiver station identifying 
the datum of interest; 

(bVquerying a remote data source; 
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(c) receiving, in response to said step of querying, a plurality of 
data including the datum of interest from the remote data source, each of sai 
plurality of data comprising an identification signal and an information signal; 

(d) selecting the datum of interest from the plurality of ji^eceived 

data; 

storing the selected datum of interest; 

receiving a plurality of units of television prograrrufiing at the receiver 
station; 

selecting one of the received plurality of urnts of television programming; 
outputting the selected urut of televisior)/programming on an output 
device at the receiver station; 

receiving a plurality of control signals; 

generating a user specific dismay based on at least the information signal 
of the stored datum of interest; 

outputting the user sp'ecific display to the output device to present the 
user specific output cornprising the outputted unit of television programming 
and the outputted user specific display, at least one of said steps of generating 
and outputting tl;^ user specific display being perf ormedbased on at least one of 
said received/plurality of control signals. 



99. (New Claim) A method of providing data of interest to a receiver station 
from a remote data source, said data of interest for use at the receiver station in one of 
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generating and outputting at least one receiver specific datum, said method comprising 
the steps of: 

storing data at said remote data source; 

receiving at said remote data source a query from said receiver station; 
transmitting said data from said remote data source to said receiver station in 
response to said step of receiving said query, said receiver station selecting and storing at 
least a portion of said transmitted data; 

transmitting from a second remote source to said receiver station a signal which 
controls said receiver station to select and process an instruct signal which is effective at 
said receiver station to coordinate data processing with at least one of communication and 
sentation of television programming. 



om a subscriber station to at least one remote data collection station, sai^/fhethod 
comprising the steps of: y< 
inputting a subscriber reaction at said subscriber station; 

receiving at said subscriber station informatiop^at designates at least one of an 
instruct signal to process and an output to deliv^in consequence of subscriber input; 

determining the presence of said^^scriber input at said subscriber station by 
processing said subscriber reactio^ 

processingan instruefsignal which is effective to coordinate data processing with 
at least one of commdnication and presentation of television programming at said 
subscriber stajim in consequence of said step of determining; and 



(New Claim) A method of communicating subscriber station infm^frntion 
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transferring from said subscriber station to at least one remotgjlate-cTSnection 
station at least one datum at least one of corifi^mfigdelivery of said instruct signal from 
said step of processing mjd^ecSmrming delivery of said effect from said step of 
processh; 

101 . (New Claim) The method of claim 100, wherein said instruct signal is 
input by a subscriber, said method further comprising the steps of: 

storing a subscriber instruction to receive at least one of specific mass medium 
programs, data, news items, and computer control instructions; and 

receiving at least one of specific mass medium programs, data, news items, and 
computer control instructions in accordance with said instruction. 

102. (New Claim) The method of claim 100, wherein said instruct signal is 
input by a subscriber, said method further comprising the steps of: 

storing a subscriber instruction to process or present at least one mass medium 
programs, data, news items, or computer control instructions in a specific fashion; and 

processing or presenting at least one of specific mass medium programs, data, 
news items, and computer control instructions in accordance v^th said instruction. 

103. (New Claim) The method of claim 100, wherein said information that 
designates one of an instruct signal to process and an output to deliver in consequence of 
subscriber input is detected in an information transmission from one of a data source and 
a programming source, said method frirther comprising the steps of: 

programming a processor to respond to information communicated from said one 
of a data source and a programming source; 
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receiving an information transmission from said one of a data source and a 
progranmiing source; 

inputting at least a portion of said information transmission to a control signal 



detecting one of data and an instruct signal in said information transmission; and 
passing said detected one of data and an instruct signal to said processor. 



smitter station to communicate television program material to at least onp^eceiver 
station, said remote intermediate television transmitter station including one of a 
broadcast and a cablecast transmitter, a plurality of selective tranter devices each 
operatively connected to said one of a broadcast and a cablpcast transmitter, a receiver for 
receiving television programming from at least one origination transmitter station, a 
control signal detector, and one of a controller ^;id a computer capable of controlling at 
least one of said plurality of selective trans^i^ devices, and with said remote television 
transmitter station adapted to detect tije presence of at least one control signal, and to 
deliver at said one of a broadcasjrand a cablecast transmitter said television programming, 
said method comprising th^teps of: 

receiving saicLtelevision programming at said at least one origination transmitter 
station and deliv^ng said television programming to at least one origination transmitter, 
said television programming to have at least one associated instruct signal which is 
effective at the at least one receiver station to coordinate data processing with at least one 
^ communication and presentation of said television programming; 



detector; 



(New Claim) A method of controlling a remote intermediate televis><m 
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receiving at least one control signal which at the remote intermediate tel 



transmitter station operates to control the communication ofl 



;t one of said television 



progranmiing and said at least one instruct-sigml; and 

transmitting said atieSstone control signalfrom said at least one origination 
transmitterJjeftJre a specific time. 

105. (New Claim) The method of claim 104, wherein said at least one control 
signal includes one of a code and a datum which operates at the remote intermediate 
television transmitter station to identify said at least one of said television programming 
and said at least one instruct signal, said method further comprising the step of: 

transmitting a schedule which operates at the remote intermediate television 
transmitter station to communicate said at least one of said television programming and 
said at least one instruct signal to said at least one origination transmitter at said specific 
time. 

106. (New Claim) The method of claim 104, further comprising the step of 
embedding a specific one of said at least one control signal in an information 
transmission containing said at least one of said television programming and said at least 
one instruct signal before transmitting said at least one of television programming and 
said at least one instruct signal to said remote intermediate television transmitter station. 

107. (New Claim) The method of claim 104, wherein one of (i) said specific 
time is a scheduled time of transmitting said at least one of television programming and 
said at least one instruct signal at said remote intermediate television transmitter station 
and (ii) said at least one control signal is effective at the remote intermediate television 



49 





Serial No. 08/486,253 
Docket No. 05634.0357 



transmitter station to control at least one of said plurality of selective transfer devices at 
different times. 

108. (New Claim) A method of controlling a receiver station including the 
steps of: 

detecting one of the presence and absence of one of a broadcast and a cablecast 
control signal; 

inputting an instruct-to-react signal to a processor based on said step of detecting 
one of the presence and absence of a control signal; 



controlling said processor to output specific information in response to said step 
of inputting an instruct-to-react signal; and 

coordinating data processing with communication or presentation of television 
programming on the basis of information received from said processor based on said step 
of controlling a processor. 

109. (New Claim) The method of claim 108, wherein a buffer is operatively 
connected to said processor for buffering input, said method fiirther comprising the step 



bypassing said buffer and inputting said instruct-to-react signal directly to said 




Serial No. 08/486,253 
Docket No. 05634.0357 

controlling a tuner to tune a receijiePte-fecerve the television channel or television 
program desigjaated'^ysaid processed datum. 

111. (New Claim) The method of claim 1 08, wherein said processor processes 
a datum designating at least one specific channel of one of a multicharmel cable signal 
and a multicharmel broadcast signal, said method further comprising the step of 

controlling a tuner to tune a converter to receive the at least one specific channel 
designated by said processed datum. 

112. (New Claim) A method of controlling a receiver station, said receiver 
station having a processor for passing and executing instructions and a clock operatively 
connected to said processor for inputting a timing signal, said method comprising the 
steps of: 

receiving one of a broadcast and a cablecast transmission; 

demodulating said one of a broadcast and a cablecast transmission to detect an 
information transmission thereon, said information transmission comprising an instruct 
signal which is effective to coordinate data processing with at least one of 
communication and presentation of television progranmaing; 

detecting said instruct signal on said information transmission and passing said 
instruct signal to said processor; 

delaying, under processor control, the passing of said instruct signal to a 
controllable apparatus; 

passing said instruct signal to said controllable apparatus on the basis of said 
timing signal; and 

controlling said controllable apparatus based on said instruct signal. 
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113. (New Claim) A method of controlling at least one of a plurality of 
receiver stations each of which includes one of a broadcast and a cablecast mass medium 
programming receiver, at least one output device, a control signal detector, at least one 
processor capable of responding to an instruct signal, and with each said at least one of 
said plurality of receiver stations adapted to detect and respond to at least one instruct 
signal, said method comprising the steps of: 

receiving at one of a broadcast and a cablecast transmitter station an 
instruct signal which is effective at said at least one of said plurality of receiver stations 
to coordinate data processing with at least one of communication and presentation of 
^ television programming and delivering the instruct signal to a transmitter; 

receiving at said transmitter station at least one control signal which at the 
receiver station operates to communicate the instruct signal to a specific processor; and 

transferring said at least one control signal to the transmitter, said 
transmitter transmitting the instruct signal and the at least one control signal. 




14. (New Claim) The method of claim 113, wherein oneof§aid4nstfuct 
identification data in respegtjof-saTdlnstoict signal is embedded one of in a 
television signal^jid-ifiasignal containing a television program. 

115. (New Claim) The method of claim 113, wherein a switch communicates 
signals selectively from a receiver and one of a memory and a recorder to a transmitter, 
said method further comprising the step of: 

detecting a first signal which is effective at the transmitter station to instruct 
communication. 
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1 16. (New Claim) The method of claim 113, wherein a controller controls j 
Itch to communicate to said transmitter one of a selected mass medium prograri/and a 

control signal, said method further comprising the step of: 

detecting a signal which is effective at the transmitter station to infract 
transmission; 

inputting to said controller a signal which is effective to jefbntrol said switch; 
controlling said switch to communicate one or mor^/instruct signals according to 
a transmission schedule; 

^ ' controlling said switch to conmiunicate a si^al from a specific one of a plurality 

C(y^ instruct signal sources; and 

controlling said switch to communic^ an instruct signal to a selected one of a 
plurality of transmitters. 

117. (New Claim) The mediod of claim 113, further comprising the step of: 
transmitting to a receiverjftation at least one datum that one of (i) designates one 

of a time and a channel of transmission of said instruct signal and (ii) specifies one of the 
title of and subject matter/ontained in a mass medium program associated with said 
instruct signal. 

1 18. (NeJ^ Claim) The method of claim 108, wherein said processor processes 
a datum desigmting one of a television channel and a television program, said method 
further comprising the step of controlling a selective transmission device to input to a 
control /ignal detector at least a portion of said one of a television channel and a 
television program designated by said processed datum. 
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1 1 9. (New Claim) The method of claim 1 08, wherein said processor processes^ 
a datum designating one of a television channel and a television program, said methoc 
further comprising the step of controlling a control signal detector to search for aUeast 
one control signal in the one of a television charmel and a television program ^signated 
by said processed datum. 

120. (New Claim) The method of claim 108, wherein said processor processes 
a datum designating one of a television channel and a television program, said method 
further comprising the step of controlling a selective transmission device to input to a 
computer control signals detected in the one of a television/ihannel and a television 
program designated by said processed datum. 

121 . (New Claim) The method of claim lt)8, wherein said processor processes 
a datum designating one of a television channeLand a television program, said method 
further comprising the step of controlling a computer to respond to control signals 
detected in the one of a television chaim9i and a television program designated by said 
processed datum. 

122. (New Claim) Th/method of claim 108, wherein said processor processes 
a datum designating one of ayfelevision channel and a television program, said method 
further comprising the ste/of controlling a television monitor to display one of video and 
audio contained in the^levision channel or television program designated by said 
processed datum. 

123. ^New Claim) The method of claim 108, wherein said processor processes 
a datum desj^gnating one of a television channel and a television program, said method 
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further comprising the step of controlling a video recorder to one of record and play one 
of video and audio contained in the one of a television channel and television prow^^ifr 
designated by said processed datum. ^^.^^^ 

124. (Nev^ Claim) The method of claim^J-O^ wherein said processor processes 
a datum designating one of a televisior^etmnel and a television program, said method 
further comprising the stepj&fcontrolling a selective transmission device to communicate 
to one of a videjM'^corder and a television monitor one of the television channel and the 
televisiefiprogram designated by said processed datum. 

125. (New Claim) The method of claim 108, wherein said processor processes 
a datum designating at least one specific channel of one of a multichannel cable signal 
and a multichannel broadcast signal, said method further comprising the step of 
controlling a selective transmission device to input to a control signal detector at least 
some portion of the one or more specific channels designated by said processed datum. 

126. (New Claim) The method of claim 108, wherein said processor processes 
a datum designating at least one specific channel of one of a multichannel cable signal 
and a multichannel broadcast signal, said method further comprising the step of 
controlling a control signal detector to search for one or more control signals in the one 
or more specific channels designated by said processed datum. 

127. (New Claim) The method of claim 108, wherein said processor processes 
a datum designating at least one specific channel of one of a multichannel cable signal 
and a multichannel broadcast signal, said method further comprising the step of 
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controlling a selective transmission to input to a computer control signals detected in the 
one or more specific channels designated by said processed datum. 

128. (New Claim) The method of claim 108, wherein said processor processes 
a datum designating at least one specific channel of one of a multicharmel cable signal 
and a multichannel broadcast signal, said method further comprising the step of 
controlling a computer to respond to control signals detected in the one or more specific 
chaimels designated by said processed datum. 

129. (New Claim) The method of claim 108, wherein said processor processes 
a datum designating at least one specific channel of one of a multichannel cable signal 
and a multichannel broadcast signal, said method further comprising the step of 
controlling a television monitor to display video or audio contained in the one or more 

charmels designated by said processed datum. 




0. (New Claim) The method of claim 108, wherein said processOTproeesSes 
designating at least one specific channel of oneof^arffltllticharmel cable signal 
and a multicharmel broadcast signal, said^mefliod further comprising the step of 
controlling a video recordep-tcTrecord or play video or audio contained in the one or 
more specifip^ehannels designated by said processed datum. 

131. (New Claim) The method of claim 1 08, wherein said processor processes 
a datum designating at least one specific channel of one of a multichannel cable signal 
and a multichannel broadcast signal, said method further comprising the step of 
controlling a selective transmission device to communicate to a storage device or an 
output device the one or more specific channels designated by said processed datum. 
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1 32. (New Claim) The method of claim 113, wherein a switch communicates 
signals selectively from a receiver and one of a memory and a recorder to a transmitter, 
said method further comprising the step of determining a specific signal source from 
which to communicate a second signal to said transmitter. 

133. (New Claim) The method of claim 113, wherein a switch communicates 
signals selectively from a receiver and one of a memory and a recorder to a transmitter, 
said method further comprising the step of controlling said switch to commimicate a 
second signal to said transmitter in response to a first signal which is effective at the 
transmitter station to instruct communication. 

134. (New Claim) The method of claim 113, wherein a switch communicates 
signals selectively fi-om a receiver and one of a memory and a recorder to a transmitter, 
said method further comprising the step of controlling said switch to communicate a 
second signal from said selected signal source. 

135. (New Claim) The method of claim 113, wherein a switch communicates 
signals selectively from a receiver and one of a memory and a recorder to a transmitter, 
said method further comprising the step of controlling said switch to communicate to said 
one of a memory and a recorder a first signal which is effective at the receiver station to 
instruct. 

\136. (New Claim) The method of claim 113, wherein a controller cor 
switchtgjGbnimunicate to said transmitter one of a sele0edr«Sssinediiim program and a 
control signal, said method furthercpjHprtsmg the step of inputting to said controller a 
signal which is effegtiv^w control said switch. 
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137. (New Claim) The method of claim 113, wherein a controller controls a 
switch to communicate to said transmitter one of a selected mass medium program and^ 
control signal, said method further comprising the step of controlling said switcJMo 
communicate at least one instruct signal according to a transmission schpdule. 

138. (New Claim) The method of claim 113, whej^dn a controller controls a 
switch to communicate to said transmitter one of a selected mass medium program and a 
control signal, said method further comprising the step of controlling said switch to 
communicate a signal from a speci|kone of a plurality of instruct signal sources. 

139. (New Clakfi) The method of claim 113, wherein a controller controls a 
switch to conimujaicate to said transmitter one of a selected mass medium program and a 
control sigiim, said method further comprising the step of controlling said switch to 
CQHimunicate said instruct signal to a selected one of a plurality of transmitters. 

140. (New Claim) The method of claim 113, further comprising the step of 
transmitting to said one of a plurality of receiver stations a control signal to cause said 
one of a plurality of receiver stations to tune to one of a broadcast and a cablecast 
transmission containing a specific instruct signal. 

\^141 . (New Claim) The method of claim 89, wherein at least ; 
sai^^r€ceived plurality of control signals is inputtedlj 

142. (New ClaimVJieinethod of claim 141, wherein said at least one of said 
plurality of contj:eHignals is inputted locally. 
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